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Jan 1-3 – Mitchell Bush celebrated an annual “New Yay” gathering at his home in Ruther Glen, 
VA.  As celebrants arrived at the front door, they called out “New Yay.”  Mitchell answered the 
door and gave the arriving guests a tangerine.  After everyone had arrived, Verde Halley served a 

dinner in honor of his 79th birthday and distributed gifts to all present.  Those attending included Karen Collins, 
Chuck/Judy Gray, Manuel/Karen Rodriguez, Herb Bush/Brandy Berger/Tori Cheeseman, Fred Osborne, Myra 
Dunwoody, Steve/Rie Miller and Rob Brown.  The next day, Mitchell was asked to call Joanne Shenandoah regarding 
her contract.  After discussing the contract, Mitchell mentioned that it was Verde’s 79th birthday and Joanne sang 
“Happy Birthday” to Verde.  She also mentioned that her movie “The Last Winter” was available at Walmart/Best Buy.  
The next day Verde bought a copy of Joanne’s movie and he, Mitchell and Rob watched it next door at the art center. 

Jan 6 – A meeting of the American Indian Inaugural Ball committee (AIIBC) was held at the Hyatt Regency in Crystal 
City, VA.  Because of a snafu, the meeting was held in the hotel lobby.  AIIBC members/guests in attendance included 
Pete Homer (Chair), Pete Neconie, Mary Milam, Michelle Dunsford, Karen Collins, Michael Nephew, Eloise Giordano, 
Nedra Darling, Sam Wakefield, Dave Henderson, Steve Hill, Tia Gibbs, Joyce Wakefield, Manuel/Karen Rodriguez, 
Keevin Lewis, John Danner, Michael Woestehoff, Angel Washington, Faye Lone, Kristine Poafpybitty, Wanda Johnson 
and Mitchell Bush.  The hotel was represented by Linwood Green and provided complimentary drinks and munchies.  
The contract with the hotel was scrutinized lowering the total cost.  After, discussion was held about the ticket sales, 
sponsor tables, rooms and the inaugural pow wow.  A decision was voted on to have Joanne Shenandoah sing the 
National Anthem.  Committee reports were given for security, publicity, pow wow, volunteers, bank deposits/tickets, 
entertainment, film/video and silent auction. 

Jan 8 - It was a “Meet & Greet Obama-Biden” ceremony, described by Indian Country Today as “following the centuries-
long tradition of delegations of American Indians traveling to nation’s capitol to meet the ‘Great White Father’”.  Tribal     
Chiefs from each of the seven Canadian First Nations regions traveled to Washington with a message to the U.S. 
government and President-elect Obama. The group was joined by Evans Craig and Shelia Hanson for an early day           
beginning with a ceremony & blessing at the NMAI, followed by a walk to the Capital Park where the seven Chiefs 

discussed issues affecting Canadian Indians. An afternoon press conference 
was held at the Natl. Press Building, followed by an invitation and offerings 
of tobacco and lunch at the Indian Museum by Director Kevin Gover. AIS 
member Noemi Perez of Desert Runner LCC assisted the group with media 
promotions, event planning, permits and office space. While the group 
didn’t meet directly with the new President Elect, Glenn Hudson, chief of 
the Peguis First Nation and a spokesman for Treaty One stated at the press 
conference that they met with  members of Obama’s transition team. AIM 
Leader Dennis Banks who escorted the group to D.C. stated later in a 
private AIS interview that the trip was two years in the making. And plans 
were contingent on election results. “They didn’t want to talk to McCain 
because they felt he wouldn’t listen.” But when Obama was elected, there 
was hope. In campaign speeches, Obama raised questions about the “dirty 
oil” flowing through Canadian indigenous territories. New pipelines are 
being constructed directly through the Treaty-One’s territory without prior 

approval by local Natives. Oil is extracted and transported with little or no 
sharing of royalties. The visit encompassed a three-fold agenda: environmental, 
cultural impact, dignity and respect for sovereignty of indigenous peoples. To 
expand the pipe lines, the oil companies are bulldozing through ancestral burial 
sites and destroying farm fields used to grow traditional medicine plants. Four 
tribes from North and South Dakota including the Rosebud, Santee and Yankton 
Sioux recently filed suit to stop the TransCanada pipeline construction. The 
Canadian First Nations leaders invited them to join the delegation to D.C. Dennis 
Banks stated “the N. Amer. Free Trade Agreement didn’t give Canada license to 
run rough shod on Indigenous peoples.  Canadian oil is the largest exporter to 
U.S.   If Canada is robbing indigenous people of their resources, then Congress  

 
Photos by EDWIN LOPEZ (top) and EVANS CRAIG (bottom) 
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and heads of states have to question Canada’s actions. If we are participating in the free trade act by allowing oil to come 
through our country in violation of indigenous rights then we need to take a look at it. The U.S. or tribes should tax the oil 
$5 a barrel. The monies we could send back to indigenous peoples. They are our brothers and sisters. How can we not 
support them?” (Submitted by Kathleen Dorn) 

Jan 8 – The AIIBC meeting was held at the Hunton & Williams law firm in Tysons Corner, VA. AIIBC members 
present included Pete Homer (Chair), Cherie Seibert, Michael Nephew, Nedra Darling, Eloise Giordano, Evans Craig, 
Pete Yazzie, Keevin Lewis, Kristine Poafpybitty, Juanita/Donita Neconie, Tia Gibbs, Steve Hill, Joyce Wakefield, Dave 
Henderson, Pete Neconie and Mitchell Bush.  Committee reports were given by publicity, volunteers, entertainment, 
bank deposits/tickets and pow wow.  Pete Yazzie gave a report on vendors at the pow wow.  Evans Craig gave a report 
on the talking circle for elders to be held at the Hyatt Regency.  Michael Nephew reported that we have 70 sponsor 
tables and our ball costs are now $100,000 lower.  Two ball tickets were authorized for Michael Woestehoff who 
designed the pow wow program.  Leon Leuppe was authorized to videotape the pow wow and ball.  The next meeting 
will be held at Hunton & Williams on Thursday, January 14, 6:00 p.m.  Juanita Neconie gave a closing prayer.   

Jan 10 – The Morning Star Celebration to benefit St. Labre Indian School was held at John Carroll School in Bel Air, 
MD. Head staff included Clayton Old Elk (emcee), Urie Ridgeway/Adrienne Harmon (head man/lady), Ted Severe 
(arena director), White Oak /Black Horse Butte / White Buffalo Singers (host northern drums).  Vendors included Linda 
Steele, Paul/Ella Halchak, Cherie Germer, Ray/Angel Couch, Pete Yazzie and the AIS booth manned by Mitchell Bush/ 
Kathleen Dorn.  The program consisted of flute songs by Lou Eagle Warrior, gourd dancing, grand entry, “The Dog & 
Pony Show” folk music, dinner break and evening dancing.  Pete Neconie helped with gourd dance songs.  Singing with 
White Oak were Wayne Howard, Will Reeves, Marty Goodbear, Clayton Old Elk and Josh Hill.  In addition to those 
shown above, AIS members/friends who turned out to dance or for moral support included Georgianna Old Elk, Dave 
Holland, Katie Issenock, Gary Scholl, John Smith, Boe Harris, Phil/Cathi/Alexis Hill, Jay Hill, Greg/ Shawndae Sharpe, 
Vivian/Haley Dawson, Marie Taylor, Derek/Mary Anne Robbins, Sheila Hanson, Elizabeth Peterson, Dave White 
Buffalo, Emil Her Many Horses, Tamara Taylor, Ricaree/Tiombe Vaughan, Doug Hall, Brenda DesMoines, Paige 
Burgess, Joe Whatmough, Missy/Brianna/Tyler Vargas, Audie Hardy and Rick Svehla.  Late in the day, people began to 
worry about the weather & several left early. The rain changed to sleet for awhile but let up before closing time. 

Jan 11 – Mitchell Bush traveled to the Greenberg Theater at American University’s Tenley Campus off Wisconsin Ave, 
NW, Washington, D.C. to attend the YouTube Project Report awards ceremony and screening, followed by a reception.   
The Pulitzer Center on crisis reporting which promotes in-depth coverage of international affairs in the American media 
and the American University School of Communications co-sponsored the project with YouTube.   This was 
YouTube’s first reporting contest for aspiring journalists.  One of the ten finalists was Rhonda LeValdo (Acoma 
Pueblo), a senior majoring in journalism at Kansas University, Lawrence, KS.  The competition was won by Arturo 
Perez, Jr., from San Francisco, CA.   After the awards and reception, Rhonda videotaped Mitchell about life in the DC 
Indian Community, with emphasis on the pipe ceremony at the Grandfather Plaque in Arlington National Cemetery. 

Jan 12 – A meeting of the American Indian Inaugural Ball Pow Wow Committee was held at the home of Dave 
Henderson in Annandale, VA.  In attendance were Pete Neconie (Chair), Juanita Neconie, Sonny Fields, Mitchell Bush 
and, of course, Dave Henderson.  Dave provided drinks (TAVA) and snacks including venison sloppy joes.  The group 
discussed the pow wow souvenir booklet.  There was some urgency because less than a week remained before the pow 
wow.  Efforts will be made to have the booklet at our Sunday potluck at the Lincoln Park Community Center.  The 
Inaugural Ball t-shirts are ready for shipping.  There was some discussion about the likeness of the new President and 
Vice President appearing on the t-shirt but Dave assured us we are not violating the law.  The group also went over the 
pow wow program item by item.  In the event that representatives of the Native Youth Alliance choose not to attend, 
Mitchell Bush will stand in for them.  The special planned for Alethea Phillips will not be done since that is her vision.  
Dave will bring TAVA drinks to the potluck. 

Jan 14 – The AIIBC held a final meeting at the Hunton & Williams law firm in Tysons Corner.  Present were Pete 
Homer (Chairman), Cherie Seibert, Sam Wakefield, Joyce Wakefield, Juanita/Donita/Pete Neconie, Sonny Fields, 
Angel Washington, Faye Lone, John Danner, Michael Nephew, Nedra Darling, Joanna Stancil, Evans Craig, Keevin 
Lewis, Eloise Giordano, Steve Hill, Tia Gibbs, Dave Henderson, Mary Sunbeam, Kristine Poafpybitty and Mitchell 
Bush.  The minutes of the January 9 meeting were approved.  Faye Lone reported that we have “sold” over 77 tables.  
The tickets will not be mailed out but held in “will call.”  Dave Henderson, acting for Pete Neconie who had not yet 
arrived, gave a pow wow report.  Nedra/Joanne gave a report on publicity, press releases and program status.  Steve 
gave a report on entertainment.  Some discussion on Jana’s travel plans.  Mary Sunbeam gave an extensive report on 
volunteers.  She has scheduled a mandatory meeting for volunteers on Saturday at 3:30 p.m. at the hotel.  She also 
offered wreaths for all present.  Sam gave a report on security and let us examine the devices he obtained for certain 
members of his security team.  John Danner reported on the film/video project.  John’s workers will produce a DVD 
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which can be sold by AIS.  Keevin reported that we have 23 items for the silent auction with the potential of raising 
$4,000.00 for scholarships.  Evans reported on the Elders Talking Circle sanctioned by AIS.  He is working on location 
and time.  It is tentatively scheduled for Monday, 8 am-noon in the pow wow room.  Discussion about hearing impaired.  
Advised that federal law requires us to provide signers.  Kristine brought up providing a table for Running Strong.  
Dave had already talked to them.  Gifts for sponsor tables were discussed.  The meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 

Jan 18 – The American Indian Inaugural Ball (AIIB) Pow Wow Committee hosted a Community “Appreciation” 
Potluck Dinner at the Lincoln Park Community Center in Rockville, MD.  In addition to a virtual feast, Pete Neconie 
(AIIB Pow Wow Chair) spoke about the gourd dance and pow wow schedule.  Michael Nephew (AIS President) spoke 
on behalf of Pete Homer (AIIB Chair) who was not present.  Michael reviewed the AIIB schedule.  After, with so many 
singers present, a singing session was held.  At the drum were Don/Pete Neconie, Clayton Old Elk, Greg Sharpe, Josh 
Hill, Manuel Rodriguez, Sonny Fields, Will Reeves, Ernie Zah, Ross Braine and Ben.  Before dinner, Stewart Jamison 
(Tonawanda Seneca) gave a prayer in the Seneca language.  Among the 84 people present were the following not 
named above: Juanita/Donita Neconie, Richard Begay, Karen Rodriguez, Karen Collins, Eve/Phil/Cathi/Alexis Hill, 
Katie Issenock, Georgianna Old Elk, Dave/Ollie/Josh/Patrick Henderson, Pat Laughlin, Vivian Dawson/Shawndae 
Sharpe, Paige Burgess, Ricaree/Cynthia/Tiombe/Tahj Vaughan, Brenda DesMoines, Evans Craig, Prissy Huguet, Mary 
Milam, Pete Yazzie, Fred/Brenda Miller, Lou Looking Glass, Tim Moore and Mitchell Bush.  After dinner, those 
present were encouraged to take a container of food home.  The event was well received and many people commented 
that we should have more socials like this one. 

Jan 19 – SENSE, Inc. hosted the 4th Tribal Pre-Inaugural Reception at the Embassy Suites Hotel Washington 
Convention Center in downtown Washington from 7 pm to midnight.  Co-Sponsors were the Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma, Quinault Indian Nation, Lummi Indian Business Council, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, 
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, Chickasaw Nation, Redding Rancheria, National Indian 
Health Board, Squaxin Island Tribe, Swinomish Indian Tribe, Poarch Band of Creek Indians, Sealaska Corporation, 
Seminole Nation, and Hobbs Straus Dean and Walker, LLP.  For further details call SENSE at 202-628-1151. 

Jan 19 – This one will go down in history 
as the “On again off again Elders Talking 
Circle” and a first time event in the history 
of the American Indian Inaugural Ball 
(AIIB). Due to hotel logistics the event 
was cancelled and rescheduled several 
times before the time and location was 
finally set. But with the help of Evans 
Craig, and a combination of faith, 
patience, and maybe a bit of sheer Indian 
tenacity, it finally came together at 8AM 
on Jan. 19, 2009.  Earlier in the week, AIS 
members Kathleen Dorn, Elizabeth 
Peterson, Shelia Hanson and Marie Taylor 

were joined by Brenna Banks to put together give-away items for participants and attendees. AIM leader Dennis Banks 
began the discussion talking about our “huge tradition of 
the role of elders”, and the “responsibility to share their 
wisdom and knowledge.”  He identified the problem of a 
false sense of power to assume rights of overall decision 
making, and added that the first responsibility of an 
elder is to teach that we have a relationship with mother 
earth.  Assiniboine Elder Gary Four Stars emphasized 
the difference between an “older” and an “elder,” stating 
that true elders must live up to their title by setting 
respectful examples and living healthy lifestyles. 
Tonawanda Seneca Chief Stewart Jamison stated that 
social and lifestyle pressures from the outside world 
have resulted in the wrong dietary decisions leading to 
many native health issues like diabetes.  Shawnee Elder 
Shelia Hanson emphasized the importance of talking and 
ceremonial circles, stating that elders have a responsibility to keep the circle open and expand it.  “Everyone has a story 
to tell. The time has come for us to come together to learn from one another, not judge each other.”  Several other elders 
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joined the circle at various times including Emmett Eastman, Randy Miller, Curt Hanson, George Wilson, Priscilla 
Huguet/Mary Hope Billings/Elaina Tapley, and former AIS President Mitchell Bush.  AIIB Chairperson Pete Homer, 
Evans Craig, Brenna Banks, Karen/Manuel Rodriguez and Kathleen Dorn stopped in to observe.  (Photos and Article 
by Kathleen Dorn) 
 
Jan 19-21 – The community basically moved to the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Crystal City where activities celebrating the 
inauguration of President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden were held.  On Monday morning, an Elders 

Talking Circle was held.  Evans Craig was the coordinator.  
Among the elders who spoke were Dennis Banks, Shelia 
Hanson, Stewart Jamison and Mitchell Bush (see report 
above).  That afternoon, the gourd dance was held.  Dennis 
Zotigh served as the Head Gourd Dancer.  During the gourd 
dance, LaDonna Harris was honored by the Comanche 
Nation, followed by a giveaway (photo at left).  In the 
meantime, tables were set up where Inaugural Ball t-shirts 
and pow wow/ball programs were sold and others served as 
will call/ticket sales.  Our thanks to the volunteers who 
handled sales and those that handled will call.  The gourd 
dance was followed by a dinner break.  In the meantime, lots 
of visiting among old friends took place.  We were happy to 

see Irene Herder, Thelma Stiffarm, Perry/Eva Horse, Wanda Wood, Beverly Harmer, Henry Ware and family, Kirk 
Kicking Bird and wife, Adam Hall, who brought word from Mary Natani, Lou Looking Glass who lost her father 

recently, and many others, some local whom we 
had not seen in ten years!  Following the dinner 
break, a Tlinget dance troop of about 24 dancers 
performed Tlinget dances.  They were quite at 
home in Washington’s frigid weather with all the 
fur on their regalia (photo at left).   Then the action 
shifted to a large ballroom for the pow wow.   The 
Head Staff consisted of Sandon Jacobs/Keith 
Colston (Masters of Ceremony); Ernie Zah/Nita 
One Bear (Head Man/Lady Dancers); Urie 
Ridgeway/EchoHawk “Pete” Neconie (Arena 
Directors); Clayton Old Elk (Advisor); 
VEVITA/Indian Nations Warriors and Veterans 
Color Guard/Cheyenne River Color Guard among 
the color guards; Black Bear (Host Southern 
Drum); White Oak (Host Northern Drum); Silver 
Cloud and four other invited drums.  The pow wow 
was packed to the gills.  Many of the visitors wore 
their regalia and danced.  Taking part in the grand 

entry were princesses from about a dozen tribes/organizations across the country, 
including the 2008-09 AIS Princess Tiombe Vaughan and Miss Indian Nations 
Skawid Alberts (pictured at right) 
and 2008-09 AIS Junior Princess 
Alexis Hill.  An evening of social, 
intertribals, specials and exhibition 
dances was enthusiastically 
received by the audience.  (Rick 
West pictured at left) Pete Yazzie 
served as vendor chair and many 
vendors came from clear across 
the country to attend.  Once again, 

our thanks to the volunteers who manned the AIS table selling 
inaugural t-shirts/ball & pow wow programs and those who sold raffle 
and 50/50 tickets.  
                           ALL PHOTOS THIS PAGE BY MANUEL RODRIGUEZ 
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The next day (Jan 20), many of the out-of-town visitors 
traveled to DC to experience the inaugural parade.  Crow, 
Nez Perce, Eskimo and Cheyenne River Sioux people took 
part.  However, by late afternoon many returned to the 

hotel, cold and foot sore from 
having walked back.  Many 
locals stayed in their homes or 
rooms and watched the event on TV.  The evening began with a dinner for those who 
purchased sponsor tables.  Honorary Chair Billy Mills was present throughout the Inaugural 
Ball.  After dinner, the ballroom doors opened and the entertainment in the main ballroom was 
provided by the Seminole Tribe of Florida, appropriately called Native Music Rocks.  The 
entertainment director was Micki Free (see photo above) and entertainers included Keith 
Secola, Martha Redbone, Shea Keck, Derek Miller, Levi and the Plateros, Hawk, Jon Brant, 
Bill Miller, Torie Osceola, Michael Bucher, Casper Lomayesva, David Billy, Paula Bowers 
Sanchez, Gary Farmer, Jana, Joanne Shenandoah and Hank Nelson Jr.   Apesanahkwat was 
the Master of Ceremonies.  Radmilla Cody entertained in the foyer before the program began.  
During the evening’s program, Michael Nephew, as AIS President, presented Lifetime Legacy 
Awards to La Donna Harris and Mitchell Bush (see photo at left).  In the upstairs ballroom, 
the dance band “Phoenix” performed to a packed house.  The dancers enjoyed the music so 

much that the band was given additional time to perform.  The evening was not without minor glitches and problems 
handled by an alert staff.  The folks at the ticket desk saw dozens of people who hoped to buy a ticket at the door turned 
away because we reached our maximum attendance.  As the crowd began to ebb, lots of people stayed around to visit.  
And visit they did, all night long!  Our thanks to Herb Bush who came to the ball as paid ticketholder and basically 
handled t-shirt/program sales during the ball (along with a couple of others including Dave Henderson’s son/nephew) in 
the absence of volunteers.   The next morning, brunch was delicious and well attended.  Faye Lone finished selling 

raffle chances on her quilt, held the drawing and, lo, the quilt was won by 
Elizabeth Homer.  There was even some entertainment at the brunch.  Our thanks 
to Karen/Manuel Rodriguez, Fred Osborne, Karen Collins and Donita Neconie 
for setting up and selling t-shirts/program at the brunch (pictured at left – Billy 
Mills visits with the brunch sales booth) and to Cherie Seibert who volunteered 
to store our t-shirts and programs and cart them off.  Then, it was time to pack up 
and go back to our respective homes until we gather once more for a memorable 
occasion.    (More photos next page).   

Jan 27 – The Virginia Council on Indians (VCI) held its monthly meeting at the General Assembly Building in 
Richmond, VA.  Council members present included Chief Bill Miles (Chair), Earl Bass, Chief Ken Adams, Joanna 
Howard, Sherry Munford, Reggie Stewart, Deanna Beacham (VCI staff), and Mitchell Bush.  Guests included Gerald 
Epps, Archie Elliott, Allard/Lynette Allston, Ken Munford, Helen Rountree, Anne Adams, Arlene/Jack Milner, 
Roger/Paige Archer, Sidney Turner, William Wright, Eric Gregory (AG’s office), Berek Dore, Rob Brown and Joanne 
Kimberlin (The Virginian-Pilot newspaper reporter).  The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm.  Minutes of the 
October 28, 2008 meeting were approved.  A letter of intent to petition for recognition from the Bear Saponi Tribe of 
Clinch Mountain Southwest Virginia was read.  The group will be provided documentation/information to file a formal 
petition.  Appropriate Senator and Delegates will be notified.  Deanna gave a report on the VCI budget.  The budget 
report was accepted.  The VCI meeting dates for the rest of the year were listed.  VCI conference date changed from 
March 13 to March 28… There was no public comment… Under Old Business, Earl distributed the recognition 
committee’s report on the Nottoway petition.  VCI will make its recommendation in 60 days (March 17).  Sidney gave a 
report on the annual conference.  Discussion about cost for the conference and for participants.  Question raised as to 
children’s admission.  Motion approved $2,500 set aside for the conference which will be one-day at the Chickahominy 
Tribal Center with box lunches.  U.S. Census forms which were to be distributed arrived too late.  Chief Miles stated 
Census was primarily interested in learning each tribe’s geographical area.  Chief Adams asked about the Five Ponds 
publication.  Nothing further to report… Under New Business, Karenne Wood was not present to request funding for 
the reception held in connection with the VA Indian Heritage Program exhibit at the State Capitol… Under 
Announcements, next VCI meeting on February 17, 2009 at 6:50 pm in Room 5 East of the General Assembly Building.  
Chief Miles announced the Pamunkey Tribe has a new Chief (Kevin Brown) and he has been made a Chief for Life… 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
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Scenes from the ball - photos by Manuel Rodriguez 

WHAT’S NEW  
Our thanks to D. Jeanette Couch for her $85 scholarship donation and to Ginger Delamater for 
another annual donation.   Please contact Turquoise Zapata at 301-704-7406 or 
TurquoiseZ@yahoo.com if you have a formal dress/gown/accessory/makeup to donate for the 
Cheyenne River Youth Project Passion for Fashion prom dress drive.  
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AIS MEMBERSHIP DUES/SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS ARE DUE . $20 Family Membership/$15 Individual Membership/$17 
newsletter subscription only. Memberships include 1 newsletter subscription.  Send to: American Indian Society of Washington DC, PO 
Box 6431, Falls Church, VA 22040-6431�
Apr 25 – 9th Annual American Indian Pow Wow, A Celebration of Life for All People, 11:00 am-6:00 pm, Red Wing Park, Virginia Beach, VA.  Info 
at: www.VBgov.com, email: fun@VBgov.com or call special events office at 757.427.2939. 
Jun 19-21 - Buffalo Messangers & The Woodland Zoo present The Second Annual Intertribal Buffalo Nation Powwow Woodland Zoo, 3400 
National Pike (Rt. 40) Farmington, PA 15437.  Info/flyer at www.buffalomessengers.org.  email: moreinfo@buffalomessengers.org 
Admission/Parking: $12.00 adults/$8.00 children/under 5 free/camping $10.00 per day.  Family of 4 package: $55.00 includes concert, powwow (both 
days), zoo access, camping (all dancers free admission to concert/powwow/camping/zoo).  20th, Saturday - 7 pm to 8 pm The John Wyrick Band ( 
http://www.myspace.com/johnwyrickband ) opening for Bill Miller (8-10 pm) ( http://www.myspace.com/billmillerofficial ) 
Jun 27-28 - Shenandoah Valley Pow Wow, Silver Phoenix Indian Trading Post, Mt. Jackson, VA (1371 Caverns Road, Quicksburg, VA 22847) - 
Take I-81 Exit 269 Shenandoah Caverns exit.  Contact: 540-477-9616 or sphoenix@shentel.net 
Aug 8-9, 2009 - SAVE THE DATE: American Indian Inter-Tribal Cultural Organization (AIITCO) 2009 Pow Wow.  NEW LOCATION: Calvert 
County Fairgrounds, 140 Calvert Fair Drive, Prince Frederick, MD 20678.  Camping for vendors/dancers on grounds.  Info: email 
tsalagi1947@msn.com or call AIITCO’s voice line for updates: 301-869-9381�

SEE WEBSITE FOR LISTING OF UPCOMING EVENTS 2008  www.aisdc.org 

American Indian Society of Washington, DC 
Minutes – February 4, 2009 

The Church of St. Clement - Episcopal, Alexandria, Virginia                      
First Vice President Pete Neconie called the meeting to order at 7:55 p.m.  The following members were 
present: Mitchell Bush, Karen Collins, Bonnie Cote, Nedra Darling, Kathleen Dorn, Barbara Drifmeyer,  
Eloise Giordano, Verde Halley, Steve Hill/Tia Gibbs/Nick Gibbs-Hill, Pete Homer, Amy Michelle Hunt, 
Keevin Lewis, Faye Lone, Michael Nephew, Pauline Prater, Karen/Manuel Rodriguez and Riccaree 
Vaughan.  No guests were present.   

The minutes of the January 7, 2009 meeting were read by Karen Mallicoat-Rodriguez and approved as read.  
Faye Lone gave the treasurer’s report of AIS accounts including Inaugural Ball inflow/outflow (many 
invoices outstanding including final hotel bill).  Ticket committee worked hard and met five times last 
month.  Faye expressed pride in the committee members.  Kathleen Dorn is working on reconciliation and 
prototype database/procedures that could be used for the next ball and other purposes.  Need to evaluate if it 
is beneficial to use an outside company for ticket sales or do it ourselves.  Ticket-related inquiries should be 
sent to aiib@faylone.com with a copy to kdorn@gmu.edu.   

Old Business: No scholarship or silent auction report.  Michael Nephew thanked all the Inaugural Ball 
workers.  Although some issues, a lot went well, and many guests commented that it was a really great event.  
It was the highest attended ball ever. Entertainment and dance band were great.  Good reviews in Indian 
Country Today.  Letter from Joanne Shenandoah was read. Pete Homer thanked everyone involved and 
congratulated committee on a great job.  He reported that NIGA and NCAI events were successful and they 
thanked AIS and expressed their willingness to help more. Committee meeting tomorrow at Hunton & 
Williams to eat potluck and talk about what worked and what didn’t.  Committee Chairs will document what 
they did and suggestions for next ball.  Pete Neconie reported on the pot luck and powwow which turned out 
good. People had fun and are still talking about it in Indian Country.  Emcees complimented committee. 
Princess Tiombe Vaughan was beautiful, confident, and did a great job.  Pete and powwow committee were 
commended on producing a great event in a limited timeframe.  We will fundraise and powwow should be 
self sufficient in four years.  Brunch went well and Faye Lone’s quilt raffle was won by Elizabeth Homer.    

New Business – T-Shirts/programs will be sold online and Karen Collins will store them at her home and fill 
online orders.  Shirts $15/programs 1 for $3 or 2 for $5/plus shipping.  Advertiser interested in buying bulk 
programs.  Need to move shirts/programs from Cherie Seibert’s home to Karen’s, tentatively on Saturday.   

Announcements – Turquoise Zapata is collecting formal dresses (ball gowns) for Cheyenne River Prom 
Dress Drive…Ollie Spencer is recovering from bypass surgery…Cletis Harper is doing well…Indian Nations 
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and Institution Building at American Univ. on Feb 16 with keynote speaker Navajo Nation President Joe 
Shirley Jr…. NMAI Chocolate and Romance event… request for performers on the 21st… Mar 7 Carlisle and 
June 27-28 Shenandoah powwows… State of Indian Education and State of Indian Nations addresses… 
April 12 Easter… NCAI request for volunteers on March 1 (approx 10 am) at the Wyndham Hotel, M & 14th 
Streets to help stuff bags for their Executive Council Winter Session.   

Having no further business, Manuel Rodriguez made a motion, seconded by Verde Halley, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn at 9:55 pm.  The next meeting will be March 4, 2009, at the Church of St. Clement, 
1701 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria, VA at 7:30 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Karen Mallicoat-Rodriguez – Secretary�����
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Printed by                             Printing & Duplicating 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

American Indian Society of Washington, DC 

PO Box 6431, Falls Church, VA 22040-6431 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


