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May 2-3 – VITAL (Virginia Indian Tribes Allied for Life) hosted a spring powwow at the 
Chickahominy powwow grounds in Charles City County, Virginia.  The emcee was Keith 
Colston; host drum was Falling Water (head singer Wallace Lemons); guest drum was 

Southern Eagle from North Carolina; color guard was the Indian Nations Warriors and Veterans Color Guard 
(Barry McClaskey (Commander)/Glen Canaday/Elton Rainwater/Tom Counts/Ray Brock/Bill Bevins/Bob 
Milk/Bill Gingas/James Armagost/John Sevilla).  An invocation was given by Clark Stewart 
(Chickahominy); Chiefs Anne Richardson (Rappahannock), Ken Adams (Upper Mattaponi); Steve Adkins 
(Chickahominy); Barry Bass (Nansemond); and Kenneth Brenman (Monacan) took part in the Grand Entry 
while Chief Gene Adkins (Eastern Chickahominy) manned the VITAL information booth.  AIS members 
who danced included Marcos/Dorothy Almanza, Prissy Huguet and Kathy Frick.  AIS members/friends 
along for moral support included Steve/Rie Miller, Karenne Wood, Joanne Curnutt, Kay Ensing Oxendine, 
Karen Collins and Mitchell Bush.  AIS members who participated as vendors included Don/Margaret Harris, 
Jim Armagost, and the Color Guard booth manned by Dale McClaskey.  Ray Couch stopped by on Sunday to 
deliver Appalachian Cherokee powwow flyers.  The weather was fine to start but intermittent rain affected 
the weekend’s presentation.  After the powwow, on Saturday, Karen and Mitchell returned to his home in 
Ruther Glen where Karen served poke she had prepared earlier.  On Sunday, Karen cooked a 
chicken/noodle/potato/carrot/dumpling stew for lunch.  Manuel/Karen Rodriguez stopped by on their way 
back to Alexandria from Newport News to pick up the May newsletter draft.  Rob Brown worked on 
landscaping at the Pines on Saturday and returned to his home on Sunday morning. 

May 6 – Trever Ottinger, Karen Collins, Judy Gray, and Mitchell Bush had breakfast together at the Stafford 
Diner on Route 1 north of Aquia/Stafford.  Trever brought a photo album that contained a picture of his 
Cherokee grandmother.  Later, Mitchell and Verde Halley traveled to the Rodriguez apartment in Alexandria 
to pick up April AIS Newsletters and deliver them to AIS members who work at the Department of the 
Interior.  Then it was off to the Atlantis Restaurant where Manuel/Karen Rodriguez and Eloise Giordano 
joined them for supper.  Ray/Angel Couch joined up with Karen Collins at Padrinos Pizza Place in Dale City 
and delivered flyers announcing the Appalachian Cherokee powwow to be held at Claude Moore Park in 
Sterling, VA, on October 24, 2009.  Then it was off to the AIS monthly meeting. 

May 7 – Mitchell Bush and Verde Halley hosted a birthday gathering at the Stafford Diner for Kathleen 
Dorn, Herb Bush and Tori Cheeseman.  Although scheduled to be a prime rib dinner, the restaurant had 
problems with the prime rib so guests ordered from the menu.  After dinner, candles were lit on a birthday 
cake and the birthday people blew them out.  Guests sang “Happy Birthday” and ate cake and ice cream.  
Gifts/cards were distributed to the honored guests.  In addition to the hosts and honored guests, others present 
included Karen Collins, Judy/Billy Gray, Manuel/Karen Rodriguez, Brandy Berger, Trever Ottinger, Tammy 
Hinsom, Manny Martinez, Jimmy Presley, Mike/Cindy Binette, Dillon Cusick, Tom/Gina Vobornik, Rob 
Brown, Susann Berry, John/Monica/Kia Zorich, Shelly Mabry and Bob Gardner.   

May 9 – Karen Collins, Chuck/Judy Gray, Manuel/Karen Rodriguez and Verde Halley visited the grave sites 
of Helen Peacock and Mercedes Osborne for a Mother’s Day visitation.  Manuel smudged those present and 
flowers were placed on all the women’s gravesites at the Indian Pines Memorial Garden. 

May 9 – The AIS hosted at gathering at the Lincoln Park Community Center in Rockville, Maryland, in 
honor of all mothers.  The day began early with a 3 on 3 basketball tournament.  Those who took part 
included Pete Neconie, Steve Hill/Nick Gibbs Hill, Phil Hill, Ray Brock, Steve Miller, Aaron Hedgepath, Jay 
Hill and Josh Hill/Katy Issenock.  Those who placed included Phil Hill (1), Josh Hill (2) and Katy Issenock 
(3).  Trophies were awarded to the winners.  Spectators included Eve Hill, Cathi Hill, Erlette Lamont/Justine 
Hill, Rie Miller and Tia Gibbs.  The gym was then set up for the powwow.  Head staff included emcee Jay 
Hill; head man/lady Aaron Hedgepath/Shawndae Sharp; arena director John Hoffman; color guard VEVITA 
(Richard Begay/Steve Miller/Ray Brock/Kim Sowinski); host drum Blackbear (Pete Neconie/Josh 
Hill/Dennis Zotigh/Greg Sharp/Sonny Fields Jr./Paige Burgess/Rick Vaughan) and soundman Dave 



�����������	����
�����
������
��������	�� � �������

��������������������������������������������������� ���������������������  

Henderson.  Vendors who took part included Evans Craig, Sharon Folgar, EJ Carter and the AIS booth 
manned by Mitchell Bush.  The powwow began with a Grand Entry followed by a flag song, prayer, 
veterans’ song/dance, special for all mothers, round dance, intertribals, specialty, and a birthday honor dance 
for Avery Fields and honor dance for Jeffrey Miller home from Iraq for a visit.  The day ended with a 
potluck supper.  Our thanks to Karen Rodriguez, Jennifer Zotigh and Nina McFadden who organized the 
food for serving.  It seems like 150 hungry Indians joined for the supper.  Michael Nephew gave a prayer 
before the food was served.  Those in attendance not mentioned above included Vivian Dawson, Pete Homer, 
Manuel Rodriguez, Donita/Kayla Neconie, Shelly Carter, Fred/Brenda Miller, Tom/Phyllis David, Nina 
McFadden/Melvin Jones, Ellen Trancosa/Joe Vasquez, Balerma Burgess, Audrey/Jaden/Hayden Sessions, 
Barbara Drifmeyer/Tyler Nohilly and Cynthia/Ricaree/Tahj Vaughan.  AIS Princess Tiombe Vaughan and 
AIS Junior Princess Alexis Hill represented AIS well in the powwow.  Alexis was leaving the next day to 
compete in a statewide gymnastics competition held in Danville, VA.   

May 10-14 – On Sunday, Mitchell Bush headed to the Onondaga Nation to attend a picnic for Steven 
Thomas, son of Mitchell’s sister Wendy, who graduated the previous day from Syracuse University’s 
College of Visual and Performing Arts – Advertising Design.  Vice President Joe Biden was the 
commencement speaker... On Tuesday, Mitchell accompanied his brother Tony on a trip to the Six Nations 
Reserve near Hamilton, Ontario, Canada… On Wednesday, Mitchell visited his brother John and the two 
walked through the woods to a beaver dam pond.  John has built foot bridges over the pond and he and 
Mitchell observed huge carp swimming in the pond.  During that day, Tony (a Longhouse Faithkeeper) 
accompanied Oren Lyons, Sydney Shenandoah (Tadahaho) and Vince Powless on a trip to the French 
legation in Ottawa, Canada, to discuss the Haudenosaunee passports.  They reported a favorable meeting… 
On Wednesday, Mitchell visited his sister Anna Homer and her husband Dave.  Brother John brought over a 
pot of corn soup, niece Joanne Hart brought hot scoons and Wendy heated up leaks for a delicious Onondaga 
supper (Anna reported that her daughter Zenna teaches Onondaga at the Onondaga Nation Communications 
Center)… On Thursday, Tony and Mitchell hiked up to the back end of the family’s holdings to visit 15 
Indian graves returned to Onondaga for reburial.  Later that day, Mitchell headed back to Frederick, 
Maryland to attend the HorseNet powwow.  On Friday, Mitchell’s sister Wendy and her daughter Carol 
Thomas left for a long drive to Anchorage, Alaska, where Carol is relocating.  Enroute, they stopped to  visit 
Ray Gonyea/Joanna Wos who live in Indianapolis, Indiana.    

 
May 16-17 – The Healing Horse Spirit Intertribal Powwow was held at the 
Mount Airy Carnival Grounds in Mount Airy, MD.  Head staff consisted of 
Clayton Old Elk (emcee), Michael Nephew (arena director), Steve/Rie Miller 
(head man/lady), VEVITA Color Guard (Richard Begay/Kim Sowinski/Myra 
Juggins/Ed Lozier/Ray Brock), host drum Blackbear (Pete Neconie/Jay 
Hill/Josh Hill/Greg Sharp) and guest drum Iroquois Thunderheart.  AIS 
members who participated as vendors included Don/Margaret Harris, Angie 
Keener, Ray/Angel Couch, Gary/Sharon Schoch, Linda Steele, Sharon Folgar, 
Evans Craig and the AIS booth manned by Kathleen Dorn/Mitchell Bush.  AIS 
members/friends who turned out for moral support included *Mary Hope 
Billings, *Dave Holland, *Elizabeth Stanley, Donita/Kayla Neconie, 
Georgianna Old Elk, Margo Williams, Bernadette Henman, Vivian Dawson, 
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*Haley Dawson, Shawndae Sharp, Eve Hill, Phil/Cathi/Alexis Hill, Erlette Lamont, Josh Hill/Katy 
Issenock/Sage Isaiah, Gerald/Charity/Tristan Umbel, Dot Leighan, Karen Collins, Wanda Lee, *Paige 
Burgess and Melvin Jones/Nina McFadden (*dancers).  The weather was cool and overcast but it did not rain 
until the powwow was over both days.  The Grand Entry included a parade of horses led by Ed Lozier 
carrying a lance.  There were about nine horses being ridden/walked by Mary Hope Billings/Dave Holland, 
AIS Princess Tiombe Vaughan and AIS Junior Princess Alexis Hill/Ricaree Vaughan, Rie Miller/Steve 
Miller, among others.  In Saturday’s grand entry, flags were carried by Gary Wells, Bill Bevins, Ray Brock 
and Gregory Hamilton.  Thanks to Ed Lozier, Dot Leighan, Kathleen Dorn and Mitchell Bush who put up the 
AIS crafts booth on Saturday and to Melvin Jones, Nina McFadden, Joanne Ashley and Mitchell Bush who 
took it down on Sunday.  (Photos previous page by Kathleen Dorn) 

May 15 – A property committee meeting was held after Saturday’s events.  In attendance were Kathleen 
Dorn (Chair), Michael Nephew, Pete Neconie, Karen Collins, Steve/Rie Miller, Ray Brock, Jay Hill, Erlette 
Lamont and Mitchell Bush.  The group decided to go ahead and have a new well dug, tear down the white 
trailer and proceed with Jay Hill’s turtle design for the dance arena.  Jay was asked to give Kathleen the plans 
for the turtle design next week.  Afterwards, most of those present returned to the host hotel, the Travelodge 
in Frederick. 

May 16 – Karen Collins, Chuck/Judy Gray, Herb Bush, Trever Ottinger and Mitchell Bush met for 
breakfast/coffee at the Stafford Diner near Aquia, VA.  Topic of discussion was Manny Martinez’s health 
problems.  A jar for donations was set up on the Stafford Diner’s counter.  Manny was in Stafford Hospital. 

May 18 – Karen Collins, Verde Halley and Mitchell Bush met in Fredericksburg to go and visit one of our 
old acquaintances spotted by Chuck Gray at the Carriage Hill Rest Home.  Although Chuck said it was a 
“Betty” the mystery friend turned out to be Dodie Abeita.  We had a nice visit with Dodie and gave her 
copies of the Inaugural Ball/Powwow Programs and a couple of AIS Newsletters.  Dodie said her three sons 
have moved to Isleta, New Mexico, but her daughter Debbie is still in the area.  That night, Verde’s son 
George called and surprised his father.  The son will visit Verde on Friday. 

 May 19 – The Virginia Council on Indians (VCI) held a regular meeting in the House of Delegates in 
Richmond, VA.  VCI members present included Earl Bass (Acting Chair), Sharon Bryant, Secretary Bryant, 
Kevin Brown, Reeva Tilley, Joanne Howard, Sherry Munford, Jerry Stewart, Mitchell Bush, Ken Adams and  
Deanna Beacham (VCI staff).  Guests included Roger/Paige Archer, Helen Rountree, John/Arlene Milner, 
Toni Manning, Anne Adams, Karenne Wood, Sid Turner, Allard/Teague/Lynette Allston, William Wright, 
Archie Elliott, Nathaniel Elliott, Greg/Diane Stephenson, Marion Whitlow, Billy Elliott, Ken Munford, Beth 
Roach, Lee Hastings, Carolyn/Crystal Joiner, Eric Gregory (AG’s staff), Dennis Smith, Gerald Epps and 
Vincent Schilling (Indian Country Today).  The meeting was called to order by the Acting Chair and the 
invocation was given by Jerry Stewart.  Under Administrative Business, VCI members and guests introduced 
themselves… The minutes of the March 17 and April 21 meetings, as well as the recognition committee 
meeting of April 17 were approved.  Deanna gave the budget report.  Under Public Comment, Lynette 
Allston spoke and a letter from Mr. Dallas Jones (Southampton Board of Supervisors) supporting the 
Nottoway petition… Under New Business, Karenne Wood requested a grant for the Virginia Indian Heritage 
Program.  A grant of $5,000 was authorized… Under Old Business, the Nottoway petition was voted on.  
The four Powhatan delegates voted “No.”   The Monacan and two Delegates at Large voted “Yes.”  Mitchell 
Bush announced his blood sugar was crashing and several persons in attendance gave him hard candies, dried 
fruit and a power bar.  His blood sugar stabilized before the end of the meeting… Under Announcements, the 
next VCI meeting will be held on June 16… 22nd Upper Mattaponi powwow on May 23-24 and the 
Chesapeake/Nansemond powwow will be held on June 6-7 in Chesapeake… The meeting was adjourned at 
7:30 p.m. 

May 23 – Mitchell Bush, Chuck Gray and Verde Halley traveled to the Cedar Hill and Washington National 
Cemeteries to decorate/visit the graves of Louise Perkins, Danny Groundwater, Frank Duke Harjo and 
Billie/Reginald Lyon.  Our thanks to Charles Blackwell who paid for the flowers used this year.  Afterward, 
they traveled to the Congressional Cemetery where they met up with Karen Collins, Rob Brown and Robbie 
Ibay (Rob’s son).  After decorating 22 graves, they headed for Quantico National Cemetery, stopping in Dale 
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City for lunch at Denny’s Restaurant hosted by Verde.  Then it was on to Quantico where the graves of 
Charles Collins, Alexander Capas, Carl/Mary Cornelius, Dwayne LeBeau and Ray Butler were decorated.  
Flowers had already been placed on the graves of Danny Groundwater and Alexander Capas.  The group 
then traveled to the Stafford Diner for cold drinks.  Judy Gray, Herb Bush, Brandy Berger and Tom/Gina 
Vobornik were already at the diner. 

May 24 – Rob Brown/Robbie Ibay, Verde Halley and Mitchell Bush 
traveled to Karen Collins’ home in Dale City where the group 
headed out to the Mountain Gate Restaurant in Thurmont, Maryland.  
Kathleen Dorn and Karen/Manuel Rodriguez were already there.  
After breakfast they traveled to Carlisle, PA.  Vivian/Haley Dawson 
and Jeannie Moyer joined the group there.  Many of the graves had 
already been decorated a couple of weeks earlier by an Apache 
couple traveling through.  After decorating the 188 graves of Indian 
students and military personnel buried there, the group headed off to 
Vivian’s home in Linglestown, PA, for a backyard cookout and a 
baby shower for Shawndae Sharp.  The weather was a bit hot but 

Photo by Kathleen Dorn              sunny instead of rainy.  Others at the shower included Ivan Dawson, 
                Inez Dawson, Greg Sharp and Pete/Donita Neconie.  On the way 
back to their respective homes, our travelers stopped at the Dillsburg, MD Dairy Queen for their usual treat.   

 
May 25 - VEVITA and NMAI participated in the 
National Veterans Memorial Day Parade down 
Constitution Avenue in Washington, DC.  Around 74 
floats and marching units participated.  Driving the 
VEVITA float was Steve Miller and riding in the back 
of Steve’s pickup were Karen Collins, Verde Halley and 
Mitchell Bush.  The pickup hauled a float of sorts 
featuring flags, a drum and Ed Lozier, Dave Holland, 
Mary Hope Billings, Dot Leighan and Manuel 
Rodriguez.  Justin Giles drive the NMAI float and 
Melvin Jones, Anya , and Karen Rodriguez joined that 
float.  Leading the two groups were four young men 
including Robbie Ibay and Charles Jackson carrying a 
NMAI banner.  The Indian participants were well 

received by the thousands of people along the parade route.  Once again, the rain which had been forecast 
failed to materialize before the parade was over.  (Photos by Manuel Rodriguez) 

May 28 – Karen Collins and Mitchell Bush met at Manuel Rodriguez’s apartment in Alexandria, VA, on 
their way to the Arlington National Cemetery to decorate/visit Indian graves there.  They began their 
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visitation with stops at the graves of Gary Smith, Max Little, Iwaldo Pinn, Hazel Poling, Carl Thorpe, 
Edwin/Mildred Smith (Boe Harris’s parents), John Chason (Chris Davidson’s father), James Bigtree/James 
Abrams (his son), Okie James (Billie Lyon’s brother), Frank/Margaret Overton (Marion Higgins’ parents), 
and AIS member Gordon Old Shield, among others.  Karen drove Manuel/Mitchell who trooped around the 
cemetery.  Only the grave of Ira Hamilton Hayes had been decorated before our visit to the cemetery.  Once 
again, we completed our chore before the forecasted rains hit the area. 

May 30 – Kathleen Dorn traveled to Indian Pines to meet with Richard Donovan of the All American 
Trucking and Excavating, LLC of Front Royal, VA, to discuss the cost of leveling the dance arena and 
perhaps to clear the site where the white trailer is located in preparation for whatever replacement building 
we choose.  Rob Brown was at the property working on his landscape project.  Verde Halley and Mitchell 
Bush arrived during Kathleen’s meeting.  Mitchell delivered the well permits he had picked up in Bowling 
Green and showed Kathleen the well site he chose for the well contractor.   Later, Steve Miller, Ray Brock 
and Karen Collins arrived to begin cleaning out the white trailer.  Chuck/Judy Gray were along for moral 
support.  Mitchell treated Kathleen, Rob and Verde to coffee at the Iron Skillet before leaving. 

May 31 – The new group of Indian interns in town as part of the Washington Internships for Native Students 
(WINS) hosted a potluck at American University’s Tenley Campus in Washington, DC.   There are 89 
students from 58 different tribal nations in this year’s WINS program.  Local folks who brought covered 
dishes and drinks included Ed/Jennifer/Tierra Monaghan, Mary Milam, Michael Nephew, Pete Neconie, 
Karen/Manuel Rodriguez, Rose Powhatan/Kiros Auld, Rob Brown, Manny Martinez and Mitchell Bush.  
Jack Soto, the head of the WINS program was also present. 

WHAT’S NEW  
Congratulations to Shawndae and Greg Sharp on the birth of their son on May 30 and to Shquanebin and Christian 
Bentley on the birth of their daughter, Vivian Elizabeth, on May 12.  Congratulations to Ciera Snay Hill who earned the 
honor of being a member of the Virginia State Wrestling Team and will be attending the National Tournament in Fargo, 
North Dakota in July.   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
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Jul 11-12 – 16th Annual Howard County Powwow, West Friendship, MD at The Howard County Fairgrounds, 1022 Fairground Rd-
Rt 144.  Traditional Powwow open to all dancers in proper regalia. Host Drum: Stoney Creek.  Sat & Sun 10am-5pm. Contact: Barry 
Richardson 252-257-5383 or 252-532-0821, email: powwow@vance.net, website: http://www.myspace.com/powwow4life. 
Jul 17-19 – Baltimore Indian Center 35th Annual Powwow, Timonium State Faregrounds, Timonium State Fair 
Grounds, 2200 York Road, Timonium, MD 21093, Contact: info@baic.org, (410) 675-3535.  Website: www.baic.org. 
Jul 25-26 – 10th Annual Cheroenhaka (Nottoway) Indian Powwow & Gathering “People at the Fork in the Stream” at 
Southhampton County Fairgrounds (1.5 miles south of New Market Rd off Highway 58), Courtland, VA 23837.  
Contact Mona Cunnikin, Chair at 757-538-1804 or monafc@hotmail.com.  www.cheroenhaka-nottoway.org  
Aug 8-9, 2009 – 24th Annual American Indian Inter-Tribal Cultural Organization (AIITCO) Powwow.  NEW 
LOCATION: Calvert County Fairgrounds, 140 Calvert Fair Drive, Prince Frederick, MD 20678.  Camping for 
vendors/dancers/participants on grounds.  Info: email aiitco@aol.com, dineh2@aol.com or call AIITCO’s voice line for 
updates: 301-869-9381.  Vendors by invitation only.  www.aiitco.com�
Aug 15-16 - Nansemond Pow Wow Lone Star Lakes Lodge, Suffolk, Va 10:00 AM-6:00 PM.  www.nansemond.org.  
Directions: Take Rt. 64, 264, & 664 to Bowers Hill Interchange, then take Rt. 58 bypass west to Rt. 10 (the hospital exit) & turn right on Rt. 10.  Go 
approx. 5 miles to Pembroke Lane. Turn right & follow Pembroke until it deadends. Turn left & follow the trail to the parking area.  From Rt. 460 
take Rt. 58 bypass to Rt. 10 and turn left and proceed to Pembroke Lane. Follow the above instructions.    
August 29-30 - Whispering Winds Traditional Powwow.  Location: County Fairgrounds at Fair Hill, Rt.273 - Elkton, Maryland.  
Notes: Traditional dancing-open to all dancers, proper regalia required. Info: Barry Richardson 252-257-5383, email: powwow@vance.net. 
Sep 19-20 – Nottoway Indian Tribe of Virginia, Inc. (People of the Longhouse) Powwow, Surry Parks & Recreation Center, 205 
Enos Farm Drive, Hwy 10 at Hwy 31, Surry, VA 23883.  Contact 757-654-9301 or 757-686-8602 or  email NottowayofVA@aol.com 
Sep 12-13 - Nanticoke Indian Association's Annual Powwow sponsored by: Nanticoke Indian Association, 
Inc. and will be held at: The Nanticoke Indian Powwow Grounds. PLEASE COME OUT AND 
VOLUNTEER AT THE AIS FUNDRAISING TACO BOOTH. Directions: The Nanticoke Indian Powwow site is located 
approx. 8 miles east of Millsboro, Delaware, on DE Rt 24 (John J. Williams Hwy) east of DE Rt 113.  From DE Rt 1, take DE Rt 24 West,(John J. 
Williams Hwy)  approximately 12 miles to Powwow site.  Signs will be posted along route 24, both east & west. Contact: nanticok@verizon.net 
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Sep 26-27 – Chickahominy Pow Wow, Chickahominy Tribal Grounds, Providence Forge, VA www.chickahominytribe.org 
October 2-4 - Appalachian Cherokee Nation 25th Annual PowWow.  Location: Claude Moore Park, 21544 Old Vestals 
Gap Rd - Sterling, Virginia.  Notes: Traditional powwow. Honoring our Veterans.  Admission $5.00 per person. Free to children under 12 with 
a can food donation for the ACN Food Bank. Day money for the first 20 dancers that register before 11am Oct 2-3 only. Tiny Tots (6 & under) in real 
regalia special gift. Contact: Angel Couch 540-645-1143, email: sergsmom@yahoo.com. 
Oct 3-4 – Boonsboro, MD Pow wow.  Contact: Barry Richardson 252-257-5383 or 252-532-0821, email: powwow@vance.net, website: 
http://www.myspace.com/powwow4life. 
October 17-18 - 16th Annual Accohannock Fall Festival & Powwow.  Location: 28325 Farm Market Road - Marion 
Station, Maryland.  Notes: Traditional, non-competition event. Boy/Girl Scouts in uniform plus children 5 & under free admission. 
Admission for others is $4.00, seniors $3.00, donation. Demonstrations of tool making, weapons, and survival skills. Vendors and 
dancers. Famous Accohannock oyster and clam sandwiches along with Indian Tacos, buffalo burgers & other foods. Camping for 
vendors/dancers. Please no alcohol, no pets, no drugs. Contact: 410-623-2660, email: accohannock@dmv.com.  
Oct 17-18 – Manassas American Indian Powwow, Contact: Barry Richardson 252-257-5383 or 252-532-0821, email: powwow@vance.net, website: 
http://www.myspace.com/powwow4life. 
Nov 7 – SAVE THE DATE - American Indian Heritage Festival, Rockville, MD 
Nov 7-8 – Fredericksburg Powwow.  Contact: Barry Richardson 252-257-5383 or 252-532-0821, email: powwow@vance.net, website: 
http://www.myspace.com/powwow4life. 
Nov 9 (Monday) – SAVE THE DATE: Veteran’s Powwow, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA 
Nov 13-15 – Great American Indian Exposition and Powwow, Richmond, VA.  Contact: Barry Richardson 252-257-5383 or 252-532-0821, email: 
powwow@vance.net, website: http://www.myspace.com/powwow4life. 

Nov 26 – AIS Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner 
SEE WEBSITE FOR LISTING OF UPCOMING EVENTS  www.aisdc.org 

American Indian Society of Washington, DC 
Minutes – June 3, 2009 

The Church of St. Clement - Episcopal, Alexandria, Virginia  
President Michael Nephew called the meeting to order at 8:03 p.m. and offered the opening prayer.  The following 
members/guests were present: Robert Brown, Mitchell Bush, Karen Collins, Kathleen Dorn, Tia Gibbs, Verde Halley, 
Eve Hill, Jay Hill, Steve Hill, Nick Gibbs-Hill, Pete Homer, Faye Lone, Karen/Manuel Rodriguez, Ricaree/Cynthia/ 
Tiombe/Tahj Vaughan and Samuel Wakefield.  One guest, Keith Huntsucker, was present and introduced himself.      

The minutes of the May 6, 2009 meeting were read by Karen Mallicoat-Rodriguez and approved with one correction – 
the name Brittany was changed to Haley.  Faye Lone gave the treasurer’s report of AIS accounts.   

Old Business:  Mitchell Bush reported on Memorial Day/week grave decorating, parade and other activities… Kathleen 
reported on the property committee meeting and projects including estimated costs of different construction/building 
options.  A contract was signed with Gammon Well who will start work next week.  The arena project was discussed 
and Jay Hill presented his drawing and price proposal for completing the turtle arena he designed.   Other projects 
discussed were stabilizing the arena ground, ongoing demolition of white trailer being done piece by piece by 
volunteers, and stabilizing the banks/retaining wall.  There was prolonged discussion on the various projects, contractor 
selection legalities, and other issues…  Pete Homer scheduled an American Indian Inaugural Ball meeting for Thursday, 
June 11 at 7:30 pm at the Church of St. Clement.  Tia will ask committee chairs to bring their reports on tasks and 
timelines and the finance report will be presented.  Finance report is close to completion with some outstanding issues. 

 New Business: Marietta Van Pelt has agreed to be our Scholarship Chair.  Need to get the application and 
announcement posted.  The deadline for applications is the third Monday of July each year… Ciera Snay Hill earned the 
honor of being a member of the Virginia State Wrestling Team and was seeking sponsors for her trip to the National 
Tournament in Fargo, North Dakota in July.  Ciera served as AIS princess for several years, is a member of the PRIDE 
dancers, and works at fundraising taco booths.  Karen Collins motioned that AIS sponsor Ciera for $1,000, seconded by 
Manuel Rodriguez and carried unanimously.  

Announcements – Nanticoke is giving AIS a complimentary taco booth this year… White Bison will be at Carlisle on 
the 21st… Shawndae Sharp had a baby boy on May 30 and Shquanebin Lone Bentley had a baby girl on May 12.   
 
Having no further business, a motion was made by Manuel Rodriguez, seconded by Mitchell Bush and carried 
unanimously to adjourn at 10:15 pm.  The next meeting will be July 1, 2009, at the Church of St. Clement, 1701 N. 
Quaker Lane, Alexandria, VA at 7:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Karen Mallicoat-Rodriguez – Secretary 
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(  ) Individual Membership (includes 1 newsletter) - $15.00 (  ) NEW  

(  ) Family Membership (includes 1 newsletter) - $2 0.00 (  ) RENEWAL (due January 1 each year)  

(  ) Newsletter Subscriptions - $17.00   (  ) CHANG E OF ADDRESS/UPDATE INFO. 

 SELECT ONE OPTION BELOW:  

 (  )  SEND MY NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY (E-Mail)   (  ) M AIL MY NEWSLETTER  

Enclosed is  $   General Fund  $   Pow Wow Fund 

  $   Scholarship Fund  $   Building Fund 

NAME: Member #1 or Subscriber  

NAME: Member #2 (Family)   

Children   

(Fill out if family membership) 

Names      Year of Birth  

ADDRESS 

 

          

          

          

PHONE 
Home:      Cell:    

Office:      Fax:    

 

EMAIL 

 

 

      @    

 

Tribal 

Affiliation (if any)  
  

Organizational Affliliation(s)  
(if any)  

  

 

(Note: Mail this form & payment to the above addres s or hand carry to AIS Booth or Officer) 
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American Indian Society of Washington, DC 

PO Box 6431, Falls Church, VA 22040-6431 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


