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Aug 5 – Manuel/Karen Rodriguez, Verde Halley, Karen Collins and Mitchell Bush met 
for dinner at the Atlantis Restaurant in the Bradlee Shopping Center in Alexandria, VA 
before the monthly AIS meeting at the Church of St. Clement. 

Aug 6 & 8 – Keith Secola (Ojibway) performed at the Millenium Stage of the Kennedy Center on Thursday 
evening and again at the National Museum of the American Indian (NMAI) on Saturday evening.  Keith, as 
you will recall, accepted the Lifetime Achievement Award awarded to the late Floyd “Red Crow” 
Westerman at the 2005 American Indian Inaugural Ball. 

Aug 8-9 – The American Indian Inter Tribal Cultural Organization (AIITCO) hosted its 24th annual powwow 
at the Calvert County Fairgrounds in Prince Frederick, MD.  Head staff consisted of Hank Houghtaling 
(emcee), Steve/Rie Miller (head man/lady), Michael Nephew (arena director), Sweetwater (host drum) and 
Yough Ta Nund (guest drum).  The Indian Nations Warriors and Veterans Color Guard (Barry McClaskey, 
Bill Bevins, Bob Milk, Ray Brock, Wayne Goettner and Jim Armagost) served as the color guard.  AIS 
members who served as vendors included Chuck/Danita Tsinnie, Gary/Sharon Schoch, Jim Armagost, 
Don/Margaret Harris, Linda Steele, Ron Warren, Dale McClaskey and the AIS booth manned by Rob 
Brown/Mitchell Bush.  The powwow consisted of a grand entry, presentation of colors, veterans dance, inter-
tribals and specials such as the switch dance and candy dance for children. At the close of the hot, hot day, a 
light feast was served to all participants and a continental breakfast was served the next morning, followed 
by another hot, hot day.  AIS members/friends who turned out to dance or for moral support included Jay 
Hill, Junior/Cheyenne Van Pelt, Alexis Hill, Rico Newman, Marcos/Dorothy Almanza, Vanessa Van 
Pelt/Mike Winfield, Calvin Van Pelt, Maya/Brooklyn/Mike Winfield Jr., Cody Adams, Kathy Frick, Bill 
Quiet Thunder, Fredericka Joseph, Joe Whatmough, Michelle/Elizabeth/Katy Rule, Karen/Manuel 
Rodriguez, Danielle Bradby, Naomi Elsworth, Greg Fisher, Joyce Hart, Karen Collins, Eve Hill, Phil/Cathi 
Hill, Deysi Lopez, Marietta Van Pelt, Sewell/Kathy Fitzhugh, Tony Windsor, Carol Tupper, Tim Moore, 
Joanna Ashley, Melvin Jones, Richard Begay, Barbara Drifmeyer/Tyler and Dylan Nohilly, Pam/Mary 
Costolo, Suzanne Adkins, Danny Rivas, Jan/Cherie Germer, Dana Padgett, newlyweds Ashley Gerard 
Fugere/Brian Fugere, Laura Alvarez, Paul Winfield and Doug Hall.  2009 AIITCO Princess Elizabeth Rule 
was crowned on Sunday.  Thanks to Chuck/Danita Tsinnie who set the AIS Secretary up with a temporary 
office (work table and electric hookup) and much needed supervision (smile) to work on the August 
newsletter in their booth on Sunday.   

Aug 12 – THE CALVERT RECORDER carried an article about the AIITCO Powwow in its August 12 
edition.  Staff writers Laura Buck and Bob Renneisen interviewed several of the powwow participants,   
including Bill Bevins, Cecky Ropelewski, Diana Kakinohana, Debbie Mister (Calvert County Fair Board), 
and Mitchell Bush.  Accompanying the article were photos of Alexis Hill (on front page) the Yough-Ta-
Nund Singers, Cheyenne Van Pelt, Marcos Almanza and Robert (Junior) Van Pelt.  Staff photos were taken 
by Darwin Weigel.  Thanks to Bill/Janice Bevins for sending AIS a copy of the newspaper. 

Aug 12 – President Barack Obama presented the Medal of Freedom to 16 outstanding individuals including 
Joseph Medicine Crow, designated a War Chief by the Crow Indians because of his achievements in World 
War II.  Chief Medicine Crow was dressed in tribal regalia with an eagle feather warbonnet which apparently 
tickled the President’s nose as he placed the Medal around the Chief’s neck.  The ceremony was held in the 
East Room of the White House.  Other individuals who received Medals of Freedom included Sidney Poitier, 
Rev. Joseph Lowery, Billie Jean King, Sandra Day O’Connor, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Nancy Brinker, 
Dr. Pedro Jose Greer, Jr., Stephen Hawkins, Chita Rivera, Mary Robinson, Dr. Janet Davison Rowley and 
Muhammad Yumus.  One recipient not present was Senator Ted Kennedy who was battling brain cancer and 
mourning the loss of his sister Ethel Kennedy Shriver who died the day before.  Senator Kennedy’s daughter 
Kara accepted his award for him.  Also, posthumous awards were given to former Republican Representative 
Jack Kemp who died in May and to Harvey Milk, gay rights activist who was assassinated in 1978.  (Info 
from 8/13/2009 edition of the Free Lance-Star) 
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Aug 15 – The Intertribal Women’s Circle (IWC) hosted a backyard picnic at the home of Mildred Moore on 
the Pamunkey Reservation in King William, VA.  After eating, the members made several decisions about 
upcoming activities.  AIS members/friends present included IWC President Debora Moore, Karen Collins, 
Prissy Huguet, Mildred Moore, Mary Lecis, Nottoway Chief Lynette Alston, Karen Johnson and Mitchell 
Bush.  

Aug 15-16 – The Nansemond Tribe hosted its annual powwow at the Lone Star Lakes Lodge in Chuckatuck, 
VA.  The Lone Star Lakes Lodge is the property near Suffock that the Nansemond Tribe has been attempting 
to acquire for tribal purposes.  Powwow regulars Pinky/Nita/Keith Smith are associated or members of the 
Nansemond Tribe. 

Aug 22 – The National Museum of the American Indian (NMAI)’s Indian Summer Showcase program 
featured “The Blues Roots” concert at the NMAI Welcome Plaza.  Featured performers included the George 
Leach Band from British Columbia; the Rez Blues All Stars (Oneida, Plains Cree and Mohawk); Corey 
Harris from Denver; and the Carolina Chocolate Drops (hills of NC).  The museum held family oriented 
events during the afternoon. 

Aug 22 – The American Indian Society of 
Washington DC hosted its 43rd Anniversary 
Celebration with a gathering at the Herndon 
Community Center in Herndon, VA.  Under 
threatening skies, the event began outdoors at the 
softball diamond and scooted indoors to the 
gymnasium when the light rain began.  At the 
diamond, in addition to a covered dish picnic, there 
were balloon games won by (1) Steve/Nick Hill and 
(2) Junior Van Pelt/Cody Adams.  Darlene Farmer 
gathered up her donations for the Fall School 
Supplies Donation Drive when the rain began.  The 
AIS Princess contest was also held outdoors.   

Photos by Darlene Farmer 

 

 
   

AIS Princess Tiombe Vaughan passes the AIS Princess crown to Haley Dawson (above left).  AIS Elders Eve 
Hill and Karen Collins and present and past AIS princesses (above right).  Photos by Darlene Farmer 

Haley Dawson was voted to be the 2009-10 AIS Princess. Of course, Alexis Hill was reelected by 
acclimation.  Our thanks to Vanessa Van Pelt who distributed ballots, to Karen Collins who collected the 
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ballots and to Karen/Vanessa/Darlene/Pete Homer who counted ballots.  Mitchell Bush was delayed enroute 
by thermostat problems but, thanks to Herb Bush, who changed the thermostat in an auto parts parking lot, 
finally arrived just ahead of the heavier rain.  Once in the gym, two teams played several games of basketball 
while the elders and a few others sat on the sidelines.  Team 1 was composed of Pete Homer/Steve Hill/Phil 
Hill/Rob Brown/Vanessa Van Pelt.  Team 2 was composed of Jay Hill/Ricaree Vaughan/Josh Hill/Greg 
Sharp/Katy Issenock.  In the meantime, Ciera Snay Hill and Alexis Hill held a little tumbling clinic for about 
a dozen youngsters.  Those who turned out for our 43rd Anniversary Celebration, excluding those already 
named, included Eve Hill, Theresa Hill, Mike Beatty, Erlette Lamont, Cathi Hill, Chaske Hill, Marietta Van 
Pelt, Calvin Van Pelt/Maya/Brooklyn/Michael Winfield, Michael Winfield Sr., Tia Gibbs, Tim/Timmy Hill, 
Petey/Raven/Lea Hill, Cynthia/Tiombe/Tahj Vaughan, Ann May Nelson, Donita/Kayla Neconie, Vivian 
Dawson, Shawndae/Osa Kote Sharp, Junior/Cheyenne Van Pelt, Ray/Angel Couch and Dorothy 
Povey/Steven Ritter/Donald and Marcus Williams.  Congratulations, AIS, on your 43rd anniversary.  May the 
Creator guide you into the future. 

Aug 27-29 – Kathleen Dorn, Karen Collins and Mitchell Bush took Manuel/Karen Rodriguez out to dinner at 
the Paradiso Restaurante Italiano in Springfield, Virginia, to celebrate the Rodriguez’ birthdays and 9th 
wedding anniversary.  When the couple finished eating, the staff served them a birthday treat with candles 
that refused to go out and sang “Happy Birthday.”  The other patrons joined in… The next day, Karen 
Collins, Judy Gray and Mitchell Bush met at the Stafford Diner for breakfast.  Herb Bush, Brandy Berger 
and Trever Ottinger were also at the diner earlier.  After breakfast, Karen/Judy/Mitchell traveled to the 
nearby Greenfield Senior Assisted Living Center to visit with Retha Gambaro who currently lives there.  
Retha looks well and the four old friends visited at a table in the facility’s visitors area.  Retha reports her son 
Mario is coming soon for a month’s visit… On Saturday Manuel/Karen traveled to Ruther Glen to visit 
Mitchell/Verde.  Karen Collins (KC) and Chuck/Judy Gray also traveled to Ruther Glen.  After breakfast, 
Manuel/Karen/Mitchell/Verde met up with KC/Judy/Chuck at Indian Pines.  After checking the progress Jay 
Hill has made on the turtle arena, KC loaded the tent poles and tables for the Nanticoke powwow.  The group 
then traveled to Mitchell’s art center where the tent joints/connectors were stored in the art center’s storage 
shed.  KC/Judy/Chuck then returned to their respective homes while Manuel/Karen continued their visit, 
ending with dinner at the Chinese Restaurant in nearby Bowling Green.  

Aug 28 – PBS affiliates WCVE (Richmond) and WHJJ (Charlottesville) have agreed to offer a series called 
“An Evening with the National.”  PBS filmed “Gathering of the Four Winds” and evening of Indian music, 
dancing and storytelling coordinated by Redhawk (NC Cherokee) with an assist by Doc Holiday (owner of 
the Power Plant Studio in Hampton), Mega International Records (the label behind Redhawk’s releases) and 
Bill Reid (one of the owners of the National).  Local folks who took part in the presentation were Jay/Josh 
Hill, Katy Issenock and Alexis Hill (AIS Junior Princess).  Also participating were Yough Ta Nund and Red 
Blanket (NJ).  Along for moral support were Phil/Cathi Hill, Chaske Hill and Erlette Lamont.   

Aug 30 – A Welcome Home gathering was held for Jeffrey Miller, son of Fred/Brenda Miller, who has 
returned safely from service in Iraq.  The gathering was held at the Lincoln Park Community Center in 
Rockville, MD, and featured a potluck supper.  Pete Yazzie gave a prayer in Navajo before the meal was 
served.  Michelle Muir was primarily responsible for the food set up.  After the meal, the Blackbear Singers 
(Pete Neconie, Jay Hill, Josh Hill, Greg Sharp) entertained with several songs.  Then, Pete Yazzie smudged 
Jeffrey with an eagle feather and Mitchell Bush, as the oldest veteran present, presented the eagle feather to 
Jeffrey.  Blackbear sang an honor song and friends/family came forward to greet the Miller family after 
smudging themselves.  AIS members/friends present, in addition to those already named, included Donita 
Neconie, Manuel/Karen Rodriguez, Shawndae/Osa Kote Sharp, Katy Issenock/Chaske Hill,  Pauline Prater, 
Rob Brown, Shana Barehand, Sonny Fields, Sky Yazzie, Leighton Pine (Navajo soldier stationed at Fort 
Myer and Balerma Burgess with her daughter and three granddaughters.  AIS supported the event by paying 
for the community center’s rental and providing plates and plastic ware.     
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WHAT’S NEW  
 

Our gratitude to the Indian Affairs Committee, Baltimore Yearly Meeting for their generous $100.00 
donation to the AIS Scholarship Fund…. 

Our thanks to Darlene Farmer for heading a very successful school supply donation drive on behalf of the 
American Indian Society!  And thank you to all who donated supplies for the drive! 
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Sep 17 – AIS Executive Board Dinner, Harvest Moon Restaurant, 7260 Arlington Blvd., Falls Church, Virginia 22042 , Phone: (703) 
573-6000 (all welcome to attend – especially those with interest in chairing or serving on a committee. 
October 2-4 - Appalachian Cherokee Nation 25th Annual PowWow.  Location: Claude Moore Park, 21544 Old Vestals 
Gap Rd - Sterling, Virginia.  Notes: Traditional powwow. Honoring our Veterans.  Admission $5.00 per person. Free to children under 12 with 
a can food donation for the ACN Food Bank. Day money for the first 20 dancers that register before 11am Oct 2-3 only. Tiny Tots (6 & under) in real 
regalia special gift. Contact: Angel Couch 540-645-1143, email: sergsmom@yahoo.com. 
Oct 3-4 – Boonsboro, MD Pow wow.  Contact: Barry Richardson (see Nov 7-8 for contact info) 
October 17-18 - 16th Annual Accohannock Fall Festival & Powwow.  Location: 28325 Farm Market Road - Marion 
Station, Maryland.  Notes: Traditional, non-competition event. Boy/Girl Scouts in uniform plus children 5 & under free admission. 
Admission for others is $4.00, seniors $3.00, donation. Demonstrations of tool making, weapons, and survival skills. Vendors and 
dancers. Famous Accohannock oyster and clam sandwiches along with Indian Tacos, buffalo burgers & other foods. Camping for 
vendors/dancers. Please no alcohol, no pets, no drugs. Contact: 410-623-2660, email: accohannock@dmv.com.  
Oct 17-18 – Manassas American Indian Powwow, Contact: Barry Richardson (see Nov 7-8 for contact info) 
Oct 24-25 - “HAWK of WINTER” Inter-Tribal Powwow, Mt. Airy Volunteer Firemen’s Grounds, 1008 Twin Arch Road, Mt. Airy, 
MD (Corner of RT-27 & Twin Arch Rd) *** A benefit to raise winter clothing, food and supplies for native tribes and communities 
in ND, SD,OK, & AZ with a special focus on elders and children *** Entry Donation $5, Children under 12 free.  Gates Open 10:00 a.m., 
Grand Entry at Noon.  MC:  Clayton Old Elk; Head Male Dancer:  Keith Anderson; Head Female Dancer:  Phyllis Campbell; Arena Director:  Clark 
Stewart; Color Guard:  VEVITA; Northern Host Drum:  Red Earth Singers; Southern Host Drum:  Black Bear Singers.  EVENING CONCERT – 
Sunday, Oct 25th  4:30 – 6:00 p.m. - Guest Performers:  Shelley Morningsong and Jeff Ball.  MC:  Jay Winter Nightwolf, Originator & Host "The 
American Indian's Truth - the Most Dangerous Show on Radio" WPFW 89.3 FM - Pacifica Radio.  Sound By:  Little House Studios.  Host Hotel:  
Frederick Travelodge  1-800-578-7878 (200 E. Walser Dr., Frederick, MD)  For more information:  Becky@FourDirectionsEast.com 
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Coming again in November 2009 – The annual Veterans Prayer Ceremony on the Mall sponsored by veterans groups “Walk With 
The Warrior Inc.” and “Gathering of the Warriors”. This annual event that started over 5 years ago started with one teepee and grew 
to 3 teepees by 2005. This year they expect to erect 4 to accommodate the growth in participation. The group is asking the local 
Indian community to support the activity with donations of firewood and food. They need coffee and pastries for the Sunday morning 
breakfast, soup, bread, meat and other side dishes for the Sunday lunch. Donations of 4 turkeys, one for each teepee are also being 
requested. Specific dates TBA. Anyone with questions or wishing to volunteer or donate can contact Pete Yazzie at 
shashyazhimail@aol.com or 301-639-7139. 
Nov 7 – SAVE THE DATE - American Indian Heritage Festival, Rockville, MD 
Nov 7-8 – Fredericksburg Powwow.  Contact: Barry Richardson 252-257-5383 or 252-532-0821, email: powwow@vance.net, website: 
http://www.myspace.com/powwow4life. 
Nov 9 (Monday) – 7th Annual George Mason University Veteran’s Powwow, 1 pm–10 pm.,  Dewberry Hall, Johnson 
Center, 4400 University Dr., Fairfax, VA 22030. GMU will be collecting items throughout November to benefit the 
Cheyenne River Reservation in S. Dakota.  There will be a box for donations at the pow wow if you’d like to contribute 
a new toy or school supply.  Contact: Donna Brimmer, President at dbrimmer@gmu.edu or Dr. Yu at 703-993-2700. 
Nov 13-15 – Great American Indian Exposition and Powwow, Richmond, VA.  Contact: Barry Richardson 252-257-5383 or 252-532-0821, email: 
powwow@vance.net, website: http://www.myspace.com/powwow4life. 
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Jan 1, 2009 – AIS MEMBERSHIP DUES/SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS ARE DUE .  (Membership form on 
page 7) $20 Family Membership/$15 Individual Membership/$17 newsletter subscription only.  Memberships 
include 1 newsletter subscription.  Send to: American Indian Society of Washington DC, PO Box 6431, Falls 
Church, VA 22040-6431 
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American Indian Society of Washington, DC 
Minutes – September 2, 2009 

The Church of St. Clement - Episcopal, Alexandria, Virginia  
 

President Michael Nephew called the meeting to order at 8:15 p.m.  The following members were present: 
Mitchell Bush, Karen Collins, Phyllis/Tom David, Darlene Farmer, Eve Hill, Jay Hill, Cathi Hill, Pete Homer, 
Faye Lone, Pete Neconie, Noemi Perez, Manuel Rodriguez/Karen Mallicoat-Rodriguez, Mary Sunbeam, Riccaree 
Vaughan, Sam Wakefield and Joyce Wakefield.  No guests were present.  Michael Nephew offered the opening 
prayer.   

The minutes of the August 5, 2009, meeting were read by Karen Mallicoat-Rodriguez and approved with one 
correction.  Faye Lone gave the treasurer’s report of our accounts.  Faye suggested that we invest some money in a 
higher interest account, also that we set aside $100,000 for the hotel for the next ball.  It was also recommended 
by Faye that we hire a good bookkeeper or CPA to assist treasurer and suggest investments.  Mitchell, Karen 
Collins, Karen Mallicoat-Rodriguez and new treasurer will work with Faye on inventory to turn over to the new 
treasurer.  Faye also noted that documentation is needed for the auditor and that policies should be put in place. 

 

The first order of business was the Election of Officers. The following officers were elected: Michael Nephew, 
President; Ricaree Vaughan, First Vice President; Pete Neconie, Second Vice President; Mary Sunbeam, 
Treasurer; and Cathi Hill, Secretary.  

Old Business:  Pete Homer was awarded the Distinguished Club Member Plaque.  Michael stated he would get the 
Outstanding Club Member Award Plaque to Keevin Lewis.  Mitchell and Karen reported that the Anniversary 
celebration was a success with activities including a water balloon toss, softball, basketball and swimming.  Haley 
Dawson was elected as the new AIS Sr. Princess.  Jay reported that the grass has started to grow at the pines and 
the retaining wall was going up.  Jay will look in to a trailer that may become available in 6 months time and 
report back with price, pictures and other options. Mitchell reported that there are 7 rooms reserved at Nanticoke.  
Haley Dawson may not be able to make the trip so a decision will be made regarding the room reserved for her.  
Mitchell, Karen and Eve were given a list of items they were responsible for bringing to the Nanticoke Powwow.  

 

New Business: Executive Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, September 17, 2009.  The meeting will be 
held at The Harvest Moon Restaurant in Falls Church.  Committee Chairs will be selected by the Board, holiday 
party dates scheduled and Thanksgiving meat assignments made.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  Pete Neconie 
recommended getting new crowns and sashes for the princesses.  Pete has a friend who does the work.  Motion 
was made by Jay Hill to have Pete look in to the prices.  An amendment was made to the motion to have Pete 
purchase the crowns and sashes by Mitchell Bush and seconded by Jay Hill, and carried unanimously. 

Announcements – Nanticoke Powwow is this weekend, Sept 12-13 and volunteers are still needed. Looking at a 
spring time dedication for Indian Pines, date to be announced.  

Having no further business, Manuel Rodriguez made a motion, seconded by Mitchell Bush, and carried 
unanimously to adjourn at 9:46 pm.  The next meeting will be October 7, 2009 at the Church of St. Clement, 1701 
N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria, VA at 8:00 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

Cathi Hill – Secretary 
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(  ) Individual Membership (includes 1 newsletter) - $15.00 (  ) NEW  

(  ) Family Membership (includes 1 newsletter) - $2 0.00 (  ) RENEWAL (due January 1 each year)  

(  ) Newsletter Subscriptions - $17.00   (  ) CHANG E OF ADDRESS/UPDATE INFO. 

 SELECT ONE OPTION BELOW:  

 (  )  SEND MY NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY (E-Mail)   (  ) M AIL MY NEWSLETTER  

Enclosed is  $   General Fund  $   Pow Wow Fund 

  $   Scholarship Fund  $   Building Fund 

NAME: Member #1 or Subscriber  

NAME: Member #2 (Family)   

Children   

(Fill out if family membership) 

Names      Year of Birth  

ADDRESS 

 

          

          

          

PHONE 
Home:      Cell:    

Office:      Fax:    

 

EMAIL 

 

 

      @    

 

Tribal 

Affiliation (if any)  
  

Organizational Affiliation(s)  
(if any)  

  

 

(Note: Mail this form & payment to the above addres s or hand carry to AIS Booth or Officer) 
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American Indian Society of Washington, DC 

PO Box 6431, Falls Church, VA 22040-6431 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


